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Week in NYC 


Broadway and Off Broadway 
began their seasons in familiar fash- 
ion. The first Broadway tryout fold- 
ed out of town, several postponed NY 
debuts for revision, and the first week's 
calendar for Broadway included an 
out-of-town revue. Off Broadway the 
first entries opened and closed very 
quietly, several were postponed for 
diverse reasons and the first raves 
of the season were filed for a for- 
eign actress at the City Center, 


Plays 


High Fidelity a new comedy 
by Arthur Carter with Vicki Cum - 
mings, John Newton which was due 
Oct 9 in NY foleder after a week's 
tryout in Philadelphia...Do You 
Know the Milky Way moved open- 
ing from Oct 2 to Oct 13 at Rose 
Theatre.George Voskovec and Hal 
Holbrook complete two character 
cast in Karl Wittlinger play... 
The Aspern Papers, Michael Red- 
grave's adaptation of Henry James 
novellette '' A Comedy of Letters" 
due in Feb has been cancelled by 
Theatre Guild-Leonard Spigelgass 
after Ralph Bellamy refused to take 
50% cut in first 17 week's salary. 
Wendy Heller and Gladys Cooper had 
agreed to take lower fee until pro- 
duction paid back investors. 


ANT A to produce A Man for 
All Seasons at ANTA Playhouse Nw 
22,..All American a new musical 
adaptation of Robert Lewis Taylor's 
"Professor Fodorski" by Mel Brocs, 
Chafles Strouse, Lee Adams to be 
directed by Josh Logan, presented by 
Ed Padula Febl 


Players 


Mark Lenard joined Gideon 
-«.-Zohra Lampert added to Look 
We've Come Through.. Marian 
Mercer,current Little Mary Sun- 
shine lead,to join New Faces ... 
Phyllis Thaxter and Art Carny to 
co-star in Age of Consent... Claude 
Dauphin to star in Giants Son of 
Giants ,,, Marion Sellee who played 
in Three Penny Opera 2400 times , 
died in NYC. She left cast in Mar. 


NYC Calendar 


Misalliance- Sheridan Sq 
(99 Seventh Av S) 9/25. Stuart Dun- 
can- Philip Minor present revival 
of Shaw's play, directed by Minor 
with Frances Sternhagen, Donald 
Moffatt. 


Opening of a Window-Theatre 
Marquee (110 E 59) 9/25. Jerome 
Guardion-Bram Appel present new 
play by Gene Radano, a NYC patrol- 
man, directed by Fran Malis. Post- 
poned from 9/18 with Philip Sterl - 
ing replacing ill Monroe Arnold, 


From the Second City-Royak 
9/26, Max Liebman, Bernard Sahlins, 
Paul Sills present revue with cast 
and sketches from Chicago cabaret 
theatre ''Second City" directed by 
Sills, 


The Choephori and The Eum- 
enides-City Center 9/26. Greek Trag- 
edy Theatre of Athens presents twin- 
bill of Aeschylus' plays directed by 
Dimitri Rondiris in modern Greek. 
Simultaneous transistor translations 
available. 


Fourth Avenue North- Madi- 
son Av ( 30th & Mad) 9/27. Shippen 
Geer, Michael Batterberry present 
new revue with Gerrianne Raphale, 
Clint Anderson, directed by Geer. 


The Thracian Horses -Orph- 
eum (126-2nd Av) 9/727. Chandler 
Warren-William Boal present new 
comedy by Maurice Valency based 
on Alcestis myth, directed by Mal - 
colm Black with NanyWickwire , 
Danny Meehan, Nat Burns, 


Purlie Victorious-Cort 9/28 
Philip Rose presents new comedy by 
Ossie Davis, directed by Howard da 
Silva, with Davis, Ruby Dee. 


Hi Paisano!- York ( 64 & lst) 
9/30. Vassilli Lambrinos presents ana 
directs new musical comedy with book 
by Ernest Chambers, music by Rob- 
ert Hilton, lyrics by June Carroll . 
With Marie Santell, Jori Remus, Grah- 
am Jarvis. 


Broadway Business 


Variety reports slight in- 
crease after four slipping weeks . 
Carnival still only show to sell-out 


Off Broadway 


First two Off Broadway shows 
of season closed -- I Want You after 
four and The Cockeyed Kite after five 
performances,..Hi, Paisano moved 
debut from Sept 27 to Sept 30, ..Fred 
Rolfe directing The Cornis Green, 
opening bill of Equity Library Thea - 
tre season at Master's Theatre , 
103rd & Riverside, Sept 30, starring 
Blanche Yurka... Marian Seldes to 
be featured in Diff'rent.,. Dina Pais- 
ner and Jack Bittner both to portray 
two roles in The Sap ot Life musical 
Three Penny Opera started severth 
year at Theatre de Lys, grossing more 
than $2 1/2 million, 


Special Events 


Tyrone Guthrie to present 

"Directing a Play" free lecture Sept 

25 at YMCA 5 W 63...Collection of 
works of W.S,Gilbert on display at 
Grolier Club,47 W 60, to Oct 7 ... 
Between Whiskey and Vodka a German 
language revue to be presented by Kom- 
oedchen Cabaret Co, Dusseldorf, Oct 
3-8 at Barbizon Plaza. 


Theatre TV Notes 


"Unnamed" Broadway comedy 
presented a series of special closed 
circuit telecasts to Golden Theatre 
in Dynamic Theatre Network test... 
"Bus Stop" series with Marilyn Max- 
well based on characters in William 
Inge plays starts Oct 1 on ABC-TV 


Theatre Film Notes 


All the Way Home sold to 
Paramount for $125, 000...Long Day's 
Journey Into Night cast includes -- 
Katharine Hepburn, Ralph Richard - 
son, Jason Robards, Jr, Dean Stock- 
well, 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Brecht: The Man and His 
Work" by Martin Esslin published 
in paperback form by Doubleday... 
"Calederon de la Barca: Four Plays" 
published by Hill & Wang"... "Reb- 
elious Puritan" a biography of Tenn- 
essee Williams by Nancy Tichsler to 
be published in Nov by Citadel Press. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Electra-City Center 9/19-9/24. 7 pro-unanimous- 
filed on Greek Tragedy Theatre of Athens presentation in 
modern Greek of the Sophocles classic, directed by Dimitri 
Rondiris with A, Papanthanassiou in the title role. Five were 
raves for production, leading lady and chorus, while two were 
of milder tone. Taubman, Times, applauded splendidly, orch- 
estrated version of the ancient masterpiece brought to vib - 
rant life, the admirable unity of the company's style makes 
the profoundest impression, Chapman, News ,_ cheered the 
production of serene beauty and the commanding title per- 
formance; he also okayed translation via transistors by 
Helen Conn and James Dimitrie. Coleman, Mirror, agreed 
that leading player was thrilling and electrifying ina pro- 
duction that did full justice to the classic in the grand man- 
ner. O'Connor, Journal American, raved over the remark - 
able young lead, the flawless direction, the useful chorus . 
Nadel, World Telegram & Sun, enjoyed the absorbing, freq- 
uently breath-taking drama with superb staging. In a mild- 
er tone, Watts, Post, rated it a steadily and impressivly in- 
teresting production whose leading player has range, power 
and intensity; though he noted the male cast members didn't 
stand a chance in comparison, Still milder was Morgen - 
stern, Herald Tribune, who praised the awesome energy of 
the title player, though he felt the chorus occasionally dis - 
tracted in their stylized movements, 


Happy Days- Cherry Lane ( 38 Commerce ) 9/17. 
3 pro- Times, News, Mirror-and 4 con- Herald Tribune, Post, 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- filed on new play 
by Samuel Beckett presented by Theatre 196l( Richard Barr- 
Clinton Wilder) Tues to Thur weekly, alternating with Albee 
twin-bill of American Dream and The Death of Bessie Smith. 
Alan Schneider directed two character Beckett play with 
Ruth White in the major role,and John C Becher ina small- 
er role. All critics praised direction and acting, but they 
had diverse views on Beckett's play. Mirror and Journal 
American aisle-sitters wondered aloud if the author was 
kidding the audience in some of the lines. Affirmative side 
headed by Taubman, Times, who admitted it was a grim 
threnody but in its muted, tremulious way it shimmers with 
beauty, arriving at an emotional essence, directed with a 
memorable combination of delicacy and strength, and played 
by White with heartrendering pathos. Davis, News, found it 


strangely holding, downbeat monologue which carried with it 

a sense of suspense. Coleman, Mirror, approved of off-beat 
gab--fest with White lending a peculiar fascination to the talk- 
athon, Negative side headed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, who 
admitted production was well-performed and made you think. 
But he fears that Beckett tour-de forced himself into less ill- 
ustration, into repetition, on a diminishing scale with the play 
and its heroine left with no place to go but down ; the event 
in the theatre tends to collapse with a sigh rather than com - 
plete itself with a rounded signature. Watts, Post, felt 
that the play is so bare, flat and monotonous that his drama 
itself becomes arid and sterile. O'Connor panned it all as 
nothing but talk onstage written with pen-in-cheek, a hodge 
podge of wordy hocus-pocus while White's role was mark- 
ed the most punishing of the season, Nadel, World Tele- 
gram & Sun, in his first NYC review vetoed the proceed- 
ings for providing limited rewards even for Beckett fans, 
no matter how believably done it is not always fascinating. 


One Way Pendulum- East 74th St (334 E 74) 9/18. 

1 pro- World Telegram & Sun- and 6 con- filed on British 
comedy by N F Simpson, presented by Caroline Burke Swann 
as the second Phoenix Theatre subscription series, direct- 
ed by Douglas Seale with Gerald Hiken, Betty Leighton, Mar- 
garetta Warwick, Anna Russell, Sole pro voter enjoyed or - 
ganized irrelevancy, while dissenting majority could find 

no order or fun . Many noted play borrowed from You Can't 
Take It With You and other comedies. Pro aisle-sitter Nadel, 
WTS, enjoyed the gem with some strange and subtle wonders 
in a lunatic evening, plus highly individual and brilliant char- 
acterizations. He did notice a few bad moments due to comic 
timing being off that can be fixed. Negative appraiser Taub- 
man, Times, listed it as dottiest play ever, part of the time 
unexpectedly delightfully fey, hilarious; but more often nuttier 
than a pecan farm which inspite of accomplished cast can't 
help but becoming inert. Kerr, Herald Tribune, panned the 
author and his methods, which would seem to be that any - 
thing is funny as long as it is merely out of sequence. Chap- 
man, News, did not like the earnestly funny, amateur theatrics. 
Coleman, Mirror, felt it was a romp that missed fire, an out- 
rageously screwball that defies credibility or offers many re- 
wards, O'Connor, Journal American, thought it was a poor 
joke that wore thin, making no sense out of nonesense. Watts, 
Post, found it bizarre without being uproarious, lunacy but 
not genuine humor, Though other critics generally praised 
cast, Post man thought it was uneven 


NYC 


FUTURE 


CALENDAR 


Sap of Life- 1 Sher Sq- 10/2...Sail Away- Broadhurst- 
10/3... Between Whiskey & Vodka-Bar Pla 10/3...The Care- 
taker- Lyceum 10/4, ,. Blood, Sweat and Stanley Poole-Mor- 
osco 10/5...Saroyan Twin-bill (?)-10/9-...Milk & Honey- 
Beck -10/10...Everybody Loves Opal-Longacre 10/ll...Let 
It Ride- O'Neill- 10/12... Do You Know the Milky Way-Rose 
10/13. ..How to Succeed- 46thSt 10/14... Another Evening 
With Harry Stoones- Gram Arts- 10/16... All in Love-4lst- 
10/16...Go Show Me A Dragon- Midway 10/16... Diff'rent- 
Mermaid 10/17.,.A Shot in the Dark- Booth 10/18... A 
Cook for Mr. General- Playhouse 10/19...O0 Marry Me - 
Gate 10/20... Anthony on Overtime- Blackfrairs- 10/20... 
Kwamina- 54th St- 10/23... Yves Montand- Golden 10/24... 
Look We've Come Through-Hudson- 10/25... Write Me A 
Murder- Belasco 10/26...The Buskers- Cricket- 10/ 28 
-«»Go Fight City Hall- Mayfair- 10/30,..Garden of Sweets- 
ANTA 10/31... The Apple- Living- 10/?.,.. Time Gentlemen 
Please- Strollers- 10/? 


Complaisant Lover- Barrymore ll/l.,.Kean- Broad- 
way - 11/2...Gideon- Plymouth- 11/9... Shadow of Heroes- 
York-ll/14...Gay Life- 11/18... Sunday in NY- Cort - 11/20 
The Policeman & At Sea- East 74- 11/20...Man for All Sea- 
— 1/22...Simone- 11/29... Daughter of Silence - 

30, 


First Love- Morsco 12/13... Age of Consent- Bilt - 
more 12/21.,.Mort Sahl at 9 PM- Golden 12/26... Subways 
Are for Sleeping- 12/26... Night of Iguana-Royale 12/28... 
Funny Thing Happened on Way to the Forum- 12/28 


eve 


GREEN 
ROOM 
DEPARTMENT 


LEGIT NEEDS CITY...Drama is a dynamic rather than a re- 
flective form and needs the tumble and contention of 
a nerve center,a vast crackling switchboard, in order 
to assimilate its sources of energy and to produce its 
electrical discharge, states Kerr, Herald Tribune . 
Thus it is no accident that all great drama has erupted 
in just such centers--Athens, Paris, London, Moscow , 


Dublin. Experiences of theatre at the college and comm 


unity theatre level must remain tentative experiences 
because they are inevitably unfinished experiences. 


COLUMN TIPS...Kicks & Co producers upset because the 
$400,000 musical has not yet signed for a Broadway 
house in Dec, hears Kilgallen, Journal American... 
Opening night tickets to How to Succeed being scalped 
at $175 a pair, notes Heimer, Mirror. 


OFF BROADWAY VIEWS...Unless the unions lay off Off 
Broadway it will have to fold, warns Coleman, Mir- 
ror, Production costs and ticket prices have soared, 
and often the product hasn't been worth the money . 
Most Off Broadway houses are dirty and uncomfort- 
able, though Irving Maidman's theatres are except - 
ions, Mirror critic also reports that the Brandt 
brothers are willing to convert some of their W 42nd 
St film houses to the live arts if enough producers 
put up enough guarantees...If each of the planned 
Ibsen cycle plays to be presented by David Ross are 
successful, the project will keep him busy to 1968, 
figures Ross, Herald Tribune. Producer also plan- 
ning Strindberg, Pirandello and Shakespeare cycles. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...High time some other method to 
judge plays, besides critics, was adopted, urges a 
Herald Tribune reader. A critic in a bad mood due 
to any of a thousand causes might lambaste a worth- 
while play...Another Herald Tribune reader cheers 
$1 tickets for Kean and The Caretaker which she 
will purchase for her high school student sons. 


REVIEWERS AT WORK...After NY reviewers have 
wrestled with their souls striving to elucidate 
the enigmas of Beckett and Simpson, have gone on 
to struggle with the hazards involved in attempting 
to tell about the performance of a classic Greek 
tragedy acted in the original tongue; readers cannot 
deny that the critics have had a valient workout, ex- 
plains Watts, Post. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...WILLIAM SCHUMAN, president 
of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, is not 
yet ready to unveil his aims for the project, though 
he does have specfic projects in mind, he told Eck- 
man, Post. The basic agreement is that each part 
of Lincoln Center will remain autonomous, 


ALAN SCHNEIDER, director of 
Happy Days, does not regard Samuel Beckett as an 
avant -gardist or a way-outist the may many do, he 
told Little, Herald Tribune. Director thinks Beckett 
is really a classicist in the structure, the rhythms 
the references in his plays. They are filled with 
classical allusions, 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Electra presentation by the Greek Tragedy Theatre 
of Athens in modern Greek is the least successful of the 
various foreign companies that have presented their wares 
at the City Center . Something seems to have been lost in 
the transistor translation. Obviously controlled emotions 
are being surged to record heights by the amazing leading 
player A, Papathanassiou who is talking a mile a minute . 
But even with the use of a male and female translator , who 
switch roles for no reason, the adaptation emerges as a 
dull school exercise, The highly trained chorus speak and 
move as one, but not as people rather like puppets . While 
the male cast members seem properly browbeaten. From 
a theatre buff$ point of view it is an interesting introduction 
to modern Greek interpretation of the classics. While the 
lesson learned for future translations at the City Center is 
very important, namely two tongues are not better than one. 


* 


I Want You was a humorless, pointless, amateurish 
charade whose sole funny moments were the embarrassed 
ad-libs issued by the trapped actors when the props flopped. 
Except for Barbara Quaney,a bright, talented newcomer, the 
established comic actors made no pretense at singing or 
dancing ability. Their known comic talents were wasted in 
a so-called musical that lacked just about everything. It 
did prove that '' summer" type entertainment can be just as 
bad in the fall as it is in summer weather. 


* * 


Trial balloons are a useful political device seldom 
evidenced in the theatre field. The Brandt brothers who 
own most of the 42nd St " film-grind" theatres issued a 
legit trial balloon this week, The producers crying over 
the possible destruction of the Hudson Theatre were urged 
to put up or shut up on the question of returning the famed 
W 42nd St playhouses to the living theatre. If enough pro- 
ducers are interested in booking them, the Brandt's claim 
they are ready to reconvert the medium sized playhouses to 
their original purpose. 


* 


Two weeks after the first announcement of the pro- 
posed sale of the Hudson Theatre to a buyer who plans to 
tear down the theatre to make way for a parking garage, the 
name of the buyer is still "undisclosed." It certainly can't 
be fear of retailation by angry, car-less theatre fans that 
makes this a secret. Really, if the name of the buyer was 
released no doors would be torn down, no heads would roll 
down W 45th St, and no bodies would swing from orange juice 
stand signs, 


* * 


Another "undisclosed" story this week was the name 
of the Broadway comedy that was being presented via close: 
circuit TV to the Golden. One can only hope that the Equit; 
members of the cast are in on the secret, for they have a 
contract providing a full week's salary for each pay- TV pe, 
formance. 


* * 


OUTER 
BROADWAY 
THEATRE 
LETTER 
Community Theatres 


Theatre Architecture Symp- 
osium Sept 23-24 at San Francisco 
City College sponsored by Regional 
Theatre Council, San Francisco, 


The Strong One a new play by 
LR King presented Sept 21-Oct 8 at 
Barn Theatre, Porterville, Calif ... 
Jazz Beat a new play by Ruth 
Foreman presented Sept 20- Oct 15 
at Actors Studio Playhouse, Coral 
Gables, Fla. 


Winter Repertory 


Dallas Theatre Center to 
present four new plays this season 
--Let the Dogs Bark by Chilean 
playwright Sergio Vodanovic, The 
Crossing by Howard Fast, Naked 
to Mine Enemies by Charles Ferg- 
uson, and Joshua Beene and God 
by Dallas playwrights Hal Lewis 
and Clifford Sage. 


Margo Jones Medal nomin- 
ations from drama editors sought 
for annual award to be presented 
to producing manager in US or Can- 
ada whose policy of presenting new 
works continues most faithfully the 
tradition and vision of the late Dalks 
producer. 


Shakespeare 


Macbeth scenes from Strat- 
ford, Conn, summer production may 
be presented for President Kennedy 
at the White House, several column- 
ists report. 


Road Shows 


National Repertory Theatre 
tour starting Oct 19 in Northampton, 
Mass with Elizabeth the Queen and 
Mary Stuart to be sponsored by ANTA 
«NY Council for the Arts tour of the 
Phoenix production of Androcles and 
the Lion and The Policeman to open 
Mineola, NY, Theatre Sept 29... NY 
cast of Bye Bye Birdie featuring 
Gretchen Wyler, Dick Patterson, Kay 
Medford to start 26 week road tour 
Oct 7, and then plan to returnto a 
run on Broadway. 


London 


Cambridge Arts Theatre and 
Royal Court to exchange three product- 
ions each this season, starting with 
William Gaskill's Cambridge product- 
ion of The Knack a new play by Ann 
Jellicoe. 


Arnold Wesker and Robert 
Bolt sentenced to one month in jail, 
and John Osborne, Vanessa Redgrave 
and Shelagh Delany fined $3 to $9 in 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
rallies, 


Lady Chatterly's Lover closed 
after 33 performances at Arts Theatre 
Club. Play had hoped to move to a 
regular theatre but Lord Chamberlain 
insisted on too many chances, 


Paris 


New season opens with 13 
new plays. Five Brecht plays will 
be presented during the season, 


Theatre Guild- American Re- 
pertory Company production of The 
Skin of Our Teeth severly criticized 
by Montevideo critics . They viewed 
the play worthy of one act only, 
though all praised cast, Opening 
night actors won twelve curtain calls, 


Dublin Festival 


Brecht's St Joan of the Stock- 
yards with Siobhan McKenna to be 
presented by Hilton Edwards- Mich- 
ael MacLiammoir..No More in Dust 
fifth new play by John Keane hailed 
by Irish critics as his best yet. 


Europe 


Heroines of Shakespeare one 
woman show with Barbara Jefford 
to be presented in Sept in Finland 
and Germany. 


Africa 


University College of Legon, 
Ghana, presenting lecture course 
by British designer Hamish Wilson 
on stage management and design for 
members of proposed Ghana National 
Theatre, 


Dear Liar with Jerome Kilty 
and Cavada Humphrey touring South 
Africa. 


Israel 
Inherit the Wind to be pre- 


sented this season by Tel Aviv' s 
Habimah National Theatre. 


Current Road Shows 


Blood Sweat and Stanley 


Poole-Locust, Philadelphia 9/16 


The Caretaker- Wilbur , Bos- 
ton, 9/18 


A Cook for Mr. General - 


Forrest, Philadelphia 9/726 


Do You Know The Milky 


Way-Cass, Detroit 9720 


Gay Life- Fisher, Detroit 


How to Succeed-Shubert , 


Philadelphia 9/4 
Kean-Shubert, Boston 9/16 


Kwamina-Col onial , Boston 


9/26 


Let It Ride- Erlanger, Phil- 


adelphia 977 


Milk and Honey- Colonial, 
Boston 9/5 


Sail Away-Forrest, Philad- 


elphia 975 


Short Happy Life-Alcazar, 


San Francisco 9/19 


Shot in the Dark-Shubert, 
New Haven, 9727 


The Best Man- Blackston, 
Chicago 9/25 


Bye Bye Birdie-Erlanger, 
Chicago 9/18 


Fiorello-KRNT, Des Moines 


Flower Drum Song- Bushnell 
Hartford 9/25 


La Plume de ma Tante-Audit- 
orium, St Paul 9/25 


The Miracle Worker-Indiana 
Univ, Bloomington 9/26, Purdue Univ 
Music Hall 9/27-28, Memorial, Louis- 
ville 9/29, Memorial, Dayton 9/30. 


The Music Man-Tatft, Cinci- 
natti 9/25, 
"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
ns the preceding week,"' CD" 
subscribers are invited 


to inquire further for 
ay more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 


and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 


q 


